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Dear First UMC Family of Faith,
Every morning on my drive to church, I first drop off our daughters at their
schools. Between our home and West High School, Joy connects her phone to the
sound system and has been playing Christmas music since November 1. This
morning she selected a familiar song by Gene Autry and Oakley Halderman:
Here comes Santa Claus, here comes Santa Claus right down Santa Claus Lane
However, there were some extra stanzas that I never heard before…
Peace on earth will come to all if we just follow the light
So let's give thanks to the Lord above, 'cause Santa Claus comes tonight
He is a miracle come to all if we just follow the light
So let's give thanks to the Lord above, 'cause Santa Claus comes tonight
Though I’m certainly happy about Santa Claus coming with gifts under the tree,
our real longing and need is for peace on earth and a miracle for all. The snappy
little song reminds us those things “come to all if we just follow the light”. As the
Gospel of John puts it, “In him was life, and the life was the light of all people.
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” (v. 4-5)
As individuals and as a church, let’s follow the Light of the World, the gift of
God’s self, who left the glory of heaven clothed in vulnerable humanity. Christ
comes! As we seek and follow the light of Christ, we’ll find ourselves working to
bring God’s peace and justice, and the miracles of hope and love as we serve the
hurting.
So let’s give thanks to the Lord above. Not only because it’s Santa Claus season,
but most importantly because God is with us – Emmanuel. The light of the Star,
the radiance of God’s glory, and the glory shining with singing choirs of angels all
lead us to Christ. And what happens when we follow Christ? A multitude of the
heavenly host tell us: “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace
among those whom he favors.” (Matthew 2:14)
Many thanks for all the gifts and times you’ve so generously shared with and
through our church in 2021. As we continue to work for peace and bring miracles
to more people, we would appreciate any Christmas-time gifts to help us expand
our ministry and reflect Christ’s light to more people. Let’s keep following the
Light and giving thanks to God above!
Gratefully,
Pastor Rebecca







Pastor Rebecca Voss with the 2021
Confirmands Logan Rohland, Jayden
Voss, Peter Johnson, Gideon Adams,
Michael Marzu, Oliver Hornby

Confirmation Statements of Faith
I believe in God the Father. I believe in Jesus and the Holy Spirit. I believe that the Son will keep shining with
hope and that the grass will grow again after a winter and finally I believe that good will overcome evil.
Gideon Adams
I believe in God who can be described as a Trinity: the Father, the creator of all, the Lord, our shepherd and
protector, the Spirit, the movement and breath of all,
I believe in the relationship of the mentor and student, the mentor providing material for the student to learn,
the student doing their best to learn, and pass the knowledge that was learned,
I believe in the maintenance and protection of relationships of my neighbors, family, and friends, for the
protection of relationships allows healthy relationships to flourish and new ones to form,
I believe in the way of life, where things grow and blossom, where things burn and die, and where there are
almost always equal reactions and consequences,
I believe in the afterlife, where there is a place for us when we die.
Oliver Hornby
I believe God, the creator of heaven and earth, is the creator of every being on earth. I believe that Jesus died
on the cross to forgive our sins. I believe he will deliver all from evil. I believe that God is love. I believe
God loves everyone no matter their past. I believe that God shows his love by helping those in need. I believe
his kingdom is forever eternal.
Peter Johnson
I believe in God and the Holy Spirit. I believe in Jesus Christ, a teacher and counselor to me. Going to camp at
Pine Lake really helped ignite my faith in God. The nature and small group really helped me learn more about
God. I feel called to use my gift of music to serve the church and to serve others.
Michael Marzu
The Trinity consists of Christ, the Creator, and the Holy Spirit. Christ, or Jesus, is a messenger sent by God to
help us follow the word of God. The Creator is God, the one who gave us the gift of life. And lastly, the Holy
Spirit, is God's voice in our mind. It is what God is doing today, guiding those who can hear him. God wants us
to spread love throughout the world, by doing random acts of kindness for others, such as giving things and
services, without expecting anything in return. If we do this, we can truly be happy.
Logan Rohland
I believe that God created this world and has made each of us with love. I believe in following Jesus by reading
the Bible and living the way that he teaches. I believe that God came to earth as Jesus, who gave us the Holy
Spirit to help us lead a good life. God gave us the Church to help us grow in our faith and help others
understand God.
Jayden Voss



TimWhite, Leigh Ann White,
Jan Clowes, Collette Brown,
James & Pastor Rebecca Voss

Meet our New Members
Collette Brown: My day job is a teacher who works with kids needing extra help in reading. I love to travel,
hike and read. I am excited to continue to grow in my faith at First UMC in part by volunteering with literacy
and other efforts to assist the new refugees in our community.

Mary Brown: I am happy to be joining a church that is following Jesus by working to take care of the poor
and others who need help in our community. I am a huge Milwaukee Brewers fan! I enjoy reading and flower
gardening.

Jan Clowes: I moved to Wausau, from Beloit, WI in December 2019, after retiring from Beloit Health Sys-
tems. I was born and raised in Beloit and attended First Baptist Church in Beloit all my life. I moved to
Wausau to be near my daughter and her family which includes a 5 year old granddaughter. I also have a son
and daughter-in-low and two more granddaughters, ages 4 & 8, in Sun Prairie, WI. I am enjoying retirement
and getting involved in the mission of this church. In my spare time I love music, reading, sewing, biking,
being outdoors and kayaking the lakes of northern Wisconsin.

James Voss: I am married to Pastor Rebecca Voss and together we have seven children. My background is in
sales and marketing (mostly real estate), but I became a Street Outreach Specialist with Northcentral CAP ser-
vices because I want to help less fortunate people. I am a bit introverted about my walk with Jesus but am in-
tentional about becoming more Christ-like. I look forward to serving on the Trustees committee and getting to
know more people at church and in Wausau.

Leigh Ann White: My husband Tim and I moved here a year ago from the Chicago area. As empty nesters,
we picked Wausau to live for the hiking, biking, and kayaking so accessible from our front door. We’ve been
married for 27 years and 2 amazing children, Brennan 24 and Jack 21. I have worked in the optical field for 30
years. I look forward to getting to know all of you as we learn, grow and encourage each other in our walks as
Christ follows.

TimWhite: Married to lovely Leigh Ann for 27 years with two cool sons, Brennan, 24 and Jack, 21 who both
live up in Marquette, MI. I’m more excited about following Jesus than ever! From Central Wisconsin and
back to live, work and give as best I can.







Live and Share God's Love

The Messenger
First United Methodist Church of Wausau
903 Third Street
Wausau, WI 54403

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Join us this month for our
Advent & Christmas Services

Sunday, December 5
Zeph. 3:14-20, Luke 1:68-79
Sunday, December 12 (No 8 amWorship)
Lessons & Carols 10 am
Sunday, December 19
Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:39-45
Friday December 24 Christmas Eve
2 pm, 4 pm, 8 pm Services
Isaiah 60:1-5a, 9:6-7, Luke 2:1-20, John 1:1-5
Sunday, December 26
Psalm 148, Luke 2:41-52
Sunday, January 2 Epiphany
Psalm 72:10-14, Matthew 2:1-12

Sunday Worship Times: 8:00 a.m. Chapel
10:00 a.m. Worship in the Sanctuary


